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An analyzed study Sport Injuries among Muay Tai Players in Jordan

Mohannd Odeh Al-Zghelat

Abstract

This Study aimed at recognizing the most common injuries among
Muay Tai players in Jordan, their position and their reasons. To achieve the
aims of the study, the researcher used a descriptive method using a survey.

The community consisted of (1063) players officially registered in the
Jordanian sport union records. The sample consisted of (244) players
representing (23%) of the whole community.

Analyzing the data showed that the most common injuries among Muay
Tai players were bruised muscles and wounds and bruised bone.

The researcher also found that the most common parts of the body
affected by injuries were the nose, lips and brow. He also found that the
main reasons of injuries not using the supporting goals needed for training.
The study also showed that injuries usually happen during training and the
place of injuries was mostly the upper part of the body.

According of the results, the researcher focused on the necessary of
applying some protective procedures to avoid injuries and generalizing the
result of this study to be applied by the Jordanian Muay Tai sport union and
doing more studies on other sportic games.

Keyword: Sports injuries, Muay Tai
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A Comparative Study for Three Training Systems to Improve Muscle
Strength Among Bodybuilders in Al-Karak Governorate

Mous'ab N. Al-Nawaiseh
Esam N. Abu-Shihab

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the impact of using three training
systems (pyramid training method, stripping sets training, and partial stress
training) on improving muscle strength among bodybuilders in Al-Karak
Governorate. The researchers used the experimental approach with the
empirical design for three experimental groups as well as the post and
follow-up measurements. The study sample consisted of (15) athletes, who
were selected by the intentional method from those attending Al-
Nashamacenter for body building. The researcher used the means, standard
deviations, the (Wiloxon Method Pairs Signed) test, the analysis of the
accompanying variance, as well as the one-way variance of analysis. The
results showed that there are statistically significant differences at the level
of significance (0<0.05) due to the impact of partial stress system on
improving muscle strength for the following measurements (the muscles of
legs, back muscles, arm muscles, push-up test, parallel test, pushing the
softball) among bodybuilders in Al-Karak Governorate, The results showed
that there are statistically significant differences at the level of significance
(0<0.05) due to the impact Oof stripping sets for the following
measurements (chest muscles, leg muscles, back muscles, arm muscles,
push-up test, sitting up for lying position, parallel test, pushing the
softball), and finally the results showed that there are statistically
significant differences at the level of significance (0<0.05) due to the
impact pyramid training systemon improving muscle strengthfor the
following measurements(chest muscles, leg muscles, back muscles, push-
up test, sitting up for lying position, parallel test, pushing the softball). The
researchers recommended about using the three training systems as a way
for improving the muscle strength among bodybuilders in Jordan as well as
no adopting a single system for training.
Keywords: training systems, improving the muscle strength, bodybuilders.
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The Deviant Behavior of Drug Addicts from the Perspective of their
Families: An Explanatory Study in Karak Governorate — Jordan

Rami Aljbour
Mohammad Hussiny Abu Mulhem

Safwat Mahmoud Al Rossan

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the attitudes of families towards the deviant
behaviors of drug addicts through an explanatory study in Karak. Jordan,
standing on the nature of deviant behavior practiced by these addicts and
groups who were addicted to drugs. To achieve the objectives of the study
the researchars used the social sample survey methodology. A questionnaire
was designed and distributed to the families of drug addicts’ reviewers for
anti-narcotics department in Karak, of (77) captured the study from the
origin society of (382) families. The study results showed that the deviant
behaviors practiced by drug addicts represented insults, cursing, lies and
beating which came high, and that drug addicts were mostly uneducated,
low income, urban-dwelling males aged between (21-35) years. Based on
the results; several related recommendations were suggested.

Keywords: Families of drug addicts, deviant behaviors, Karak Governorate
anti-narcotics, drug addicts.
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The Patterns of Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication among the
Parents and its Relationship with Oppositional Rebellion
Disorder among the Adolescents in the Governorate of Al-Karak

Khalifa Osama Aldilain
Ahmed Abed Al-Latef Abu Ased

Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the patterns of verbal and nonverbal
communication among the parents and its relationship with oppositional
rebellion disorder among the adolescents in the governorate of Al-Karak in
the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan. In order to achieve the objectives of the
study, a sample was chosen from the students of the seventh, eighth and
ninth grades with a total of 195 students. Two scales were also constructed:
the scale of the patterns of verbal and nonverbal communication as well as
the scale of the oppositional rebellion disorder among the adolescents. The
study results revealed that the overall communication either verbal or non-
verbal was of a moderate level among the parents, and that the oppositional
rebellion disorder among the children in the adolescence stage in the
governorate of Al-Karak in the Hashemite kingdom of Jordan was low
either in the overall degree or in the dimensions. The results also show the
overall communication also predicts 3% of variation in oppositional
rebellion disorder.

Keywords: Communication verbal and non-verbal oppositional Rebellion
disorder, teens
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The Effectiveness of a Computerized Counseling Program in
Improving Counseling Skills of Counselors at Public Schools in Zarga

Saleh Salem Al-Khawaldeh

Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the effectiveness of a computerized
counseling program in improving the counseling skills of the counselors in
public schools in Zaraga governorate in Jordan The sample of the study
which consisted of (40) male and female counselors from public schools in
Zarga, was divided into two groups; experimental group (20) and control
group (20). The experimental group received training through the
computerized counseling program. The researcher developed tools of the
study which consisted of: the counseling skills measurement and the
computerized program. The results of the study revealed the effectiveness of
the computerized counseling program in improving the counseling skills of
the counselors in Zarga governorate.

Keywords: computerized counseling program, counseling skills,
counselors.
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The Effect of Watching Global Matches on Improving the Performance
of the Football Players in the Palestinian Professional League

Mahmoud H. Alatrash
Esam N. Abu-Shihab

Abstract

This research aimed to Identify the effect of watching global matches
on improving the performance of football players in the Palestinian
professional league according to the following variables, (experience, play
center, place of residence, ranked club). The researchers have used the
descriptive approach for its suitability to the objectives of the research. The
research sample consisted of (100) football players in the Palestinian
Professional league 2014/2015, who were chosen randomly. The most
important results reached by the researchers are the effectiveness of
watching global matches on improving the performance of the players, and
it helps the players to position right inside the stadium and do their
defensive and offensive roles. The most important recommendations are the
need to direct the players to the role of watching global matches on affecting
the performance of the football players, and the need to apply the current
study on other sport games to identify its impact.

Keywords: Watching the Global Matches, Improving the Performance,
Football Players.
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The Impact of Islamic Values on Innovative Behavior from the
Employees Perspective in Arab Potash Company

Abdalrahman Faleh Al —Abadleh

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of islamic values on innovative
behavior, in the Arab Potash Company. To achieve the objectives of The
study. A questionnaire was developed and distributed to a appropriate
sample. That consisted (320) employees. (300) questionnaires has been
retrieved with (288) useful for analysis. The statistical Package for the
Social Science (SPSS.19) was used in processing and analyzing data and
answer the study questions and test its hypothesis. The study has
concluded that the Islamic values level in Arab Potash Company is high
with mean(3.54), the level of the Innovative Behavior is high with mean
(3.81), There is an effect for Islamic Values and all its dimensions on
innovative behavior and all its dimensions. The study recommended to
conduct further research to analyze the impact of Islamic values on
another Variables, Justice for workers by giving them incentives based
on performance levels, and Justice in the performance evaluation.

Keywords: Islamic values, Innovative behavior
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2l (gl 238 (s clalaiall sda 8 ElaY) i S Cligaal) (e Tare Sllia
IS Ja o agasndi aaes ¢gplalad) ALY g a3 ) SIS cppnall J8 (e plag)
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zisa Lndla (7) Jstall gy s o dpmj J9 sall 4adla e SHI &
AN e die Al lgiad (o Dpuadll (F) Lad Y hls duall Gluaj jlas)
G o) e (%20.1) e Apdlu) Al slad o Cus (5.287) dpa s (0<0,05)
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0.000 75.25 0.137 (5.287) il Masly dSE Ja
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0.484 0.701 0.050 0.065 0.046 JEY)
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Gsisa 2o Aglaa) ANS g S g ¥ a4l ile pan ) dpaal) dpadll by L
da e oyl b (5528 ((pglaill cJaall cBaall) DY) adll eVl (a0 < 0.05) ia
BHd A Ofisaadl Gl dgas (e el sl sl e 23S A Ay @ISl
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b ilaa) Ja b @iy gl e (5508 epsbail) (Jandl ¢ liyl) Al duejdll <yl
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Step Wise Multiple Regression sl asiall jlaaiy) Julas milii (11)a8) Jgaa
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aill sl (00 <0,05) Aa (gsiase die Alan) ANS b T ang VLGN LA
e (e 23S g la) auain 8 (5538 cslaill Janll (Yl ALY (Gaall) ALy
SO B Al ulisd) A5 3 el Sl
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Zeny e coe Y bl aladf (e 22 (1Y) guni) 3 (55380 (Janll (@) Ay
(aall) claal dpieal) dpmjdll Jos Y1 G Appal) sl A58 A Ofiaall ks
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5l Step Wise Multiple Regression (Al asial) jlaady) Jalad zilis (13) Jga
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Lgunal R2 S5l el Aslae b Alisal
0.000 10.887 0.293 Jaall
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Gy WS (play) i) B (5l sl (Jaad) oY) ALY (Gaall) Ly
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S dgay 0 Lilas] Aala ey diwa Ll el o (ool ALY (Gaall) e
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ol el (g0 228 Alaal gy (3 (59l ¢sbal eJand) (Y1 ALY ¢ Baall) Ly
SO g Aapall (i) A58 L e la)

Aad oF ()58 o8 daltia Gy (14) ) Jsnall 3 33l dilias) il (e ey
sl Lilaa) by LE6 cld sl e (osball cJandl Al A0l Gl <yl
A2 Gsise die (27) saall & 5alall Lypundl (1) o gl ANy ()ladll 75) &)
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JREAY amial) jasdy) Jdad milid (14) Jsss
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Violence Against Women in Jordanian Society,
"Field Study in karak Governorate™

Samih Zaid Majali

Abstract

The study, aimed at identifying the extent to which battered women to
violence, and forms of violence and its causes, and stand on the most
prominent characteristics of battered women and perpetrators of violence in
the Jordanian society, also it aimed to identify the degree of difference in the
exercise of violence against women in Jordanian society, according to the
educational level of the perpetrator of violence. To achieve the objectives of
of the study questionnaire is constructed which consists of (42) paragraph
that measures from was constructed questionnaire consisted of (42),
paragraph measure forms of violence against women, and (23), paragraph
measure the causes of such violence, and the sample consisted of (160)
battered women in the Family Reconciliation of battered revisions and
living in the house. The study found a number of results including: the size
of the phenomenon of violence was mostly between intermittent and
permanent, and the results indicated that all forms of violence against
women was a fair degree, where the solution of social violence in the first
place, came the sexual violence in the last rank, and for the causes of
violence against women found that social factors may come in the first place
and a high degree, followed in second place on the factors of political and
judicial systems and a high degree. And came last in the factors related to
loosely immediate vicinity with violence against women and moderately, as
the study found no effect of educational level of the abused and the
perpetrator of violence, it was found that the differences due to the benefit
of the educational level at least; any violence is more common in the less
educated, show the existence of differences attributable to the income and in
favor of lower income.

Keywords: vioience, Women, Jordanian Society
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computerized systems has a perquisite, which is full utilization of the
system.

The findings show that there are no statistically significant differences
between the scientific and humanities colleges regarding the cons (i.e.
negatives) of the e-learning system at Mutah University from the students’
point of view. By comparing the students’ mean answers in both the
scientific and the humanities colleges regarding the pros and cons, one can
conclude that students perceive e-learning system positively and this lead to
the fact that the e-learning system at Mutah university has some negatives
that might not affect their usage.

Study Recommendations:

The higher education sector witnesses profoundly immense dramatic
changes that force institutions of the higher education to respond effectively
to ensure that the quality of teaching and learning is sustained. Therefore,
universities can exploit the explosive growth in information and knowledge
reinforced by data storage capacity and communication to ensure the
delivery of high quality teaching that meet the global standards and e-
learning systems can fit perfectly. Accordingly, Mutah University should
insist on the development and full utilization of e-learning systems by either
students or faculty members and to be considered as primary IT based tool
for teaching and learning instead of a secondary one

In this sort, faculty members can foster the usage of e-learning system
by enforcing students to use it as a primary tool for teaching by making the
academic material available online through e-learning system and require
students to submit their assignments and submit exams electronically.

In addition, the university administration should realize the fact that the
adoption of e-learning and utilizing the system’s capabilities in the teaching
process should be considered essential in the promotion of faculty members.
Furthermore, conducting ongoing training courses concerning electronic
learning for students and faculty members is also crucial.

Mutah University’s efforts to computerize compulsory courses, Such as
English skills, Arabic skills, Computer skills and National education, should
be emphasized and roll out this experience on more courses. This attempt
can be beneficial to the university as it can widen its presence nationally,
regionally and even internationally through the modernized movement to
the virtual learning.
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humanities colleges. The value of F was (25.907) at the significance level
(0.001), which is statistically significant at the level (0.05). The F value
indicates that there are statistically significant differences between the
students’ answers in the scientific and humanities colleges (the specialty)
regarding the pros of e-learning system and in favor of the scientific
colleges.

HO0.2: There is no significant difference at the significance level (0.05)
between the average answers of students about the cons of e-learning
depending on the type of the college (specialty).

Table (4) Results of Unilateral
variation analysis of the cons e-learning

The
Axis Specialization | Mean VaFIue significance | Decision
level
The Scientific Not
cons of e- 117.261 2.404 0.066 statistically
learning Literary 42.069 significant

Table (4) shows the results of the unilateral variation analysis of the
students’ responses about the negatives of e-learning in the scientific and
humanities colleges. The value of F was (2.404) at the significance level
(0.066), which is statistically not significant at the level (0.05). The F value
indicates that there are no statistically significant differences between the
students’ answers in the scientific and humanities colleges (the specialty)
regarding the cons of e-learning system and in favor of the scientific
colleges.

From the analysis above, it can be noticed that students’ perceptions
regarding the pros (i.e. positives) of the e-learning system at Mutah
University were high especially for the students in the scientific colleges
and the results also showed significant differences in the students’ answers
between scientific and humanities colleges (see table 3).

This finding might be attributed to the fact that students in the scientific
colleges utilize intensively the e-learning system more than their peers in the
humanities colleges as students need to devote more time and exert more
effort in studying their courses to match the complexity of the
specializations in these colleges (e.g. engineering, pharmaceutical sciences,
agriculture). Consequently, this will enhance students’ skills and knowledge
in the use of the e-learning system and thus, will be more informed about
the benefits or positives of the e-learning system as reaping the benefits of
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5. E-learning focuses on reading the I
Course content online without the | Scientific 2.36 0.92
rest of the senses. Literary 199 081
6. Classbrloofm elnwro_nment Is not |  gejentific 231 0.93
suitable for e-learning. . : :
g Literary 229 0.88
7. Internet outages for long periods. Scientific 2.18 0.85
Literary 2.11 0.77
8. The weakness of the students' Scientific 2.01 0.61
skills in the internet and computer.
Literary 241 1.01

As shown in table (2), it is noted that item (1) "The difficulty of
applying the methods and tools appropriate calendar” ranked first with a
mean of (2.45) and a standard deviation of (0.95) for students who
responded from the scientific colleges, while item (8) “The weakness of the
students' skills in the internet and computer” reported the least average of
(2.01) for the students who responded from scientific colleges with a
standard deviation of (0.61).

In regards to the humanities colleges, the students responses as shown in
table (2) reveals that item (1) "The difficulty of applying the methods and
tools appropriate calendar” obtained the highest mean of (2.36) and a
standard deviation of (0.85), while item (3) "The e-learning increases the
burden on students" came last with a mean of (1.97) and a standard
deviation of (0.71) of the students responses in the humanities colleges.
Hypotheses Testing:

The two hypotheses of the study were empirically tested as follow:

HO0.1: There is no significant difference at the significance level (0.05)

between the average answers of students about the pros of e-
learning depending on the type of the college (specialty).
Table (3) Results of Unilateral variation analysis of the pros e-learnin

F The
Axis Specialization | Mean significance Decision
Value
level
Scientific -
g Literary | 103.069 g

Table (3) shows the results of the unilateral variation analysis of the
students’ responses about the positives of e-learning in the scientific and
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creative thinking. Humanities 3.77 0.76

4. E-learning takes into account Scientific
the ind?vidual differences 3.91 0.69
an:ong studentsl.< Humanities 3.73 0.96

5. E-learning works to create an e
effective environment to learn. Scientific 3.93 0.69
Humanities 3.71 1.06
6. E-learning supports active Scientific 3.64 0.73
learning Humanities | 3.59 0.71
7. E-learning develops IT skills. Scientific 3. 87 0.84
Humanities 3.53 0.71

8. Develop critical thinking and L
creativity. Scientific 3.80 0.97
Humanities 3.68 0.92

As shown in table (1), it is noted that item (5) "E-learning works to
create an effective environment to learn." came first with high level having a
mean of (3.93) and a standard deviation of (0.69) for students who
responded from the scientific colleges, while item (6) “E-learning supports
active learning” reported the least average of (3.674) for the students who
responded from scientific colleges.In regards to the humanities colleges, the
students responses as shown in table (1) reveals that item (3) "E-learning
contributes to the development of critical and creative thinking™ came first
with high level having a mean of (3.77) and a standard deviation of (0.76),
while item (7) “E-learning develops IT skills" came last with a mean of
(3.53) and a standard deviation of (0.71) of the students responses in the
humanities colleges.

Table (2) Averages and percentages that estimates of the study sample
regarding the cons of e-learning

The phrase specialization | Mean | Standard
deviation
1. The dlfflcul(tjy of applying the | Scientific 2.45 0.95
methods and tools appropriate 5
calendar. Literary 2.36 0.85
2. Damage in computers hinders the Scientific 2.40 1.08
educational process. .
Literary 2.23 0.84
3. The e-learning increases the cntifi
burden on students. SC-IentIfIC 2.21 0.59
I ; | Literary 1.97 0.71
4. E-learning Increases the isolation fc
of students and limit social | Scientific 2.21 0.59
networking ~and  face-to-face .
communication. Literary 2.04 0.67
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excluded leaving (332) questionnaires in use with a response rate of 88%.
One point to bear in mind is that the high response rate (82% and 88%) was
attributed to the face-to-face in-class distribution and collection of the
questionnaires.

Data Collection:

Two types of data were used in this study; primary and secondary data.
Secondary data was collected from two sources; firstly Mutah university’s
academic databases (e.g. EBSCO, ScienceDirect) and the available library’s
materials. Secondly, Internet based publications such as research articles
and online books where Google Scholar was mainly used. Internet search
phrases used were “e-learning, online learning, electronic learning, virtual
learning, ICT based learning, learning in developing countries” and in
conjunction with “challenges, barriers, obstacles, benefits and advantages.

Primary data were collected from the study sample objects by
distributing a survey questionnaire. The questionnaire included three
separate sections; the first section was dedicated to collect data about the
sample characteristics (College, specialization and the year of study). The
second section was intended to measure the pros of e-learning systems and
(8) questions were assigned. The third section was intended to measure the
cons of e-learning system and through (8) questions were assigned. 5 Likert
scale was used in the measures and the mean values were: low score (2,49
and Less), (medium score 2, 5 - 3,49), (high score 3, 5 and above).

Data analysis and results:

In this section the researchers introduces a discussion of the data
analysis test of the hypothesis and the findings.

Table (1) Averages and percentages, estimates of the study sample

(students) regarding the pros of e-learning

The phrase specialization | Mean | Standard
deviation
1. Contrltl)utes_to thedac(:jtlvatllon to Scientific 3.89 1.17
g‘ﬁﬂ}{f eaming and develop IT Humanities 3.74 0.96
2. Helps to increase students' Scientific 3.78 1.09
motivation to study and
increase  the  level  of | Hymanities 3.72 0.95
ac?levement b s
3. E-learning contributes to the Scientific
development of critical and 3.82 0.75
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HO0.2: There is no significant difference at the significance level (0.05)
between the average answers of students around cons e-learning
depending on the specialty variable.

Design and Methodology:

This part of the study presents the methodology adopted, which contains
the nature of the study, the population and sample, data collection method,
measure, validity and reliability, statistical analysis tools, and procedure.

The research is a descriptive and analytical study as it describes the pros
and cons of e-learning from the perspective of students at Mutah University,
also this study is considered as an analytical study because it aims to
investigate the causes or reasons of both limitations and disadvantages
(explanations) by testing the study hypotheses.

Population and sample:

The population for this study is all third-year students with a total of
(5455) spreading over (12) humanities and scientific colleges, (3389)
students in the humanities colleges and (2066) students in the scientific
colleges. The researchers chose the third-year students as the study
population, from which the sample was drawn, because students at this
stage of study had used the e-learning system in many occasions such as
submitting computerized exams, downloading the course content and
uploading online assignments and consequently gained enough knowledge
and skills required to objectively and accurately assess the success of e-
learning system.

The sample of the study:

A non-probability purposive (judgmental) sampling technique was
adopted for this study (Sekaran, 2003) as the researchers wanted every
object in the sample to be a third-year student and had an experience with
using e-learning systems. The sample size was (759) students.

(380) questionnaires were distributed on students in the humanities
colleges from which 330 questionnaire were retuned and after checking the
validity of the questionnaires for analysis (20) questionnaires were excluded
leaving (310) questionnaires in use with a response rate of 82%.

(379) questionnaires were distributed on students in the scientific
colleges from which (350) questionnaire were retuned and after checking
the validity of the questionnaires for analysis (18) questionnaires were
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1. T investigate and examine the pros of e-learning at Mutah University
from the perspective of students

2. To investigate and examine the cons of e-learning at Mutah University
from the perspective of students

Importance of the study :

The importance of the current study stems from the fact that it assesses
the e-learning system at Mutah University in terms of recognizing its pros
and cons from the perspective of students. This assessment assists in
providing feedback to decision-makers at Mutah University to overcome the
limitations, which hinder students’ use and participation in e-learning and
emphasize the advantages, which motivate students to use e-learning
systems and even raise usage rate to the promised level. Furthermore, this
research represents a starting point and as a framework of reference for
other future studies in the subject of e-learning, which already suffers from
limited studies.

Moreover, realizing the limitations of e-learning and assessing its
benefits, as sought by the intended users (i.e. students), is considered
essential as educational institutions bear the entire responsibility for
boosting the effectiveness of teaching and learning to improve students’
competency and to provide highly qualified and competent students to the
labor market. Therefore, enabling effective and accepted e-learning systems
in universities can help them to keep pace with the contemporary changes in
educational systems that turning increasingly to the use of ICT.

The Hypotheses of the Study:

After reviewing the literature pertaining to e-learning and ICT adoption
in the education sector, the study hypotheses were developed by the
researchers to be tested empirically as shown later in the study in the data
analysis section. Testing these hypotheses help to answer the research
questions and derive findings and present recommendations based on the
hypotheses testing.

HO.1: There is no significant difference at the significance level (0.05)
between the average answers of students around the pros of e-
learning depending on the specialty variable
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educational challenges and problems in the curriculum design, content and
the teaching approaches (Lin and Hui—chao, 2005).

In spite of the tremendous advantages that e-learning can provide,
challenges still exist and even plentiful, which may hinder e-learning
success. Andersson and Gronlund (2009) stated that in many developing
countries there is a lack of vital e-learning components such as
technological infrastructure (i.e. computers), electricity and skills and
students’ active participation for interactive learning where the tradition of
teaching in most developing countries takes place in an instructive and
directive manner (Evans, 2005).

Therefore, researchers, who are concerned with implementing e-
learning in developing countries, should be able to thoroughly understand
all challenges facing the implementation of e-learning. Since e-learning
most often is being transferred from the developed world, one needs to
know not only what challenges that already exist in the developed countries
but also what additional challenges may exist in developing countries
(Andersson and Gronlund, 2009). Accordingly, the current research aims to
identify the positives (the pros) and the negatives (the cons) of
implementing e-learning at Mutah University from the perspective of its
students.

As the case with most life streams, there are always two faces for any
work, this also applies to electronic education from the direct experience of
researchers with students through the teaching process or through
computerized exams. This study comes to investigate the positives and
negatives of e-learning at Mutah University from the students point of
view.

The current study aims to answer two main questions, which are:

1. What is the level of assessment of students at the University of Mutah
related to the Pros of e-learning?
2.  What is the level of assessment of students at the University of Mutah
related to the cons of e-learning?
Objectives of the study:

This study aims to identify the pros and cons of electronic learning from
the perspective of students at Mutah University. The main aim of the study
is achieved by accomplishing the following objectives:
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organizational barriers that face the faculty members in using e-learning
system. The results showed a low rate of adoption and spread of e-learning
techniques in the King Abed Alazez University, the lack of qualified
administrative staff to deal with the modernized computer based learning
techniques was considered as the most significant barrier of e-learning
system success.

Mutah University is a Jordanian public-sector university located in the
southern part of Jordan in Alkarak district. Mutah University is considered
the largest public university in the southern province and the third oldest
established nation-wide university in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
The E-learning portal was introduced and included on the university’s home
page in 2005 as a computerized educational tool for teaching and learning
used by faculty members (lecturers) and students. The purpose of
incorporating e-learning in the teaching process is to assist faculty members
to adopt new modernized tools for teaching to make information available to
students anytime and accessed from anywhere.

Besides, due to the increasing number of students registering in the
university’s compulsory courses (i.e. required in the study plan for all
specializations in scientific and humanities colleges), the university took a
further step in its journey to utilize ICT in the teaching process by
computerizing these courses entirely (e-courses|) that occurred in the
academic year 2016.

Statement of the Problem:
E-learning is making its way into developing countries and is believed

to assist governments of these countries to meet a growing demand for
education while facing a shortage of teachers (UNESCO, 2006). The
widespread of the use of e-learning is based on the fact that it is seen as a
tool for increasing the number of students who have access to higher
education, especially in rural areas, by being a cheaper and more flexible
alternative (Andersson and Gronlund, 2009). Even though e-learning is
widely used in both private and public universities and some think it is a
replacement of the traditional classroom teaching, they are mistaken who
believe that e-learning application can provide a magical solution for all
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U.S.A. The results revealed that faculty members were concerned about the
increased time required to apply the e-learning system, to develop and
design the electronic courses to be uploaded onto the e-learning system and
the potential increase in the desk hours. Moreover, the results showed that
faculty members were also concerned about the skills required to apply and
get benefits from using effectively this pattern of learning, the mistrust in
the administration support for the e-learning program, the lack of technical
support and the distrust expressed by the faculty members arising from the
fear of impartiality of the tests conducted over the e-learning systems.
Finally, the results showed that faculty members were concerned about their
weakness in the technological knowledge required to utilize the e-learning
system.

Cahill (2008) conducted a study that aimed to identify the significant
influencing factors that encourage (i.e. enablers) or hinder (i.e. barriers)
faculty members working in the educational sciences faculty at St. Thomas
university in the USA from adopting the e-learning system. The findings
showed that the most important incentives were easy communication with
students, easy access to electronic course subjects and other related
academic materials, physical rewards and the recognition faculty members
receive from colleagues and administrators for using e-learning system. But
the most significant obstacles were the long time devoted to use e-learning
by faculty members that may not be counted for promotion purposes, the
unavailability of physical reward for those conduct this sort of learning and
the heavy teaching burden required by the faculty member.

Stevenson (2007) conducted a study to identify the incentives and
constraints that encourage or discourage faculty members at universities to
participate or not in the e- learning, the most significant constraints were the
teaching burden and time dedicated to computerize the courses and prepare
the courses to be used electronically, the lack of technical and substantive
support by the institution, the lack of physical support for those who
participate in e-learning. The results also showed that the most important
incentives that motivate the faculty members to adopt this pattern of
education were salary increase, physical rewards and work conditions
improvement.

Ghulam (2008) conducted a study that aimed to identify the reality of
using the techniques of e-learning in the King Abed Alazez University in
Jeddah/Saudi Arabia by identifying the most significant administrative and
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design of the e-learning. In addition, the results showed that 73% of the
faculty members have participated in ICDL courses, 1402 participated in
WORLDLINK courses, and there were no statistically significant
differences in the challenges related to gender, academic rank and
experience. However, the results showed statistically significant differences
related to the type of faculty in favor of humanities faculties.

Hussam and Al Abdallah (2011), conducted a study that aimed to
identify the reality of e-learning at Teshrein university in Syria from the
perspective of faculty members and students. The study’s main conclusions
were: there was no statistically significant difference between the means of
responses of the faculty members towards the use of e-learning, its
positives, negatives and barriers according to the academic rank, teaching
experience and also showed no statistically significant difference between
the means of responses of the faculty members towards the use of e-
learning, its positives and barriers according to the type of the faculty they
belong to (i.e. scientific and humanities). However, the study results
revealed significant difference between the means of responses of the
faculty members towards e-learning negatives according to the type of the
faculty they belong to and in favor to humanities faculties. In addition, there
was a significant statistical difference between the means of students
responses  toward using E-education and its negative according to the
major (specialization) variable in the favor of the scientific major, there was
no significant statistical difference between the means of students responses
on the positives and obstructions according to the major variable.

Hakmi (2010) conducted a study that aimed to identify the state of use
of the techniques of information and communication technologies by faculty
members in teaching at Um Alqura University, and to identify the
difficulties that prevent faculty members of Um Alqura University from
using ICT in teaching. The results showed that faculty members in the
scientific colleges had positive attitudes toward the use of ICT in teaching,
whereas the actual use of the faculty members in the scientific colleges of
ICT in teaching was moderate.

Mills et al. (2009) conducted a study to investigate the views of the
faculty members towards remote education and e-learning at one of the
educational colleges in one of the universities located south of Texas in the
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Introduction:

Nowadays the world witnesses rapid and radical changes in various
fields; technical, economic, social, cultural and educational that have
brought about dramatic influence on the educational systems at an
individual and institutional level. Dealing with these variable changes
requires a great deal of adaptation and initiative in accordance with the
principles of the society and its cultural and religious perceptions. It is the
responsibility of educational institutions to bear the burden of presenting
these initiatives according to an acceptable social and cultural format.

There is no doubt that the revolution in Information and Communication
Technologies (henceforth, ICT) have transformed the world into a small
electronic village where time and spatial barriers have no effect as before,
and as a result, poses more pressure on the educational institutions to take
the benefits of adopting ICT in line with their purposes and goals.
Moreover, educational institutions have also the responsibility to ensure that
the use of ICT will boost the outcomes of learning and teaching and will
promote the level of educational output in less effort but in better quality
(Phillips, 2004).

At the individual level, the widespread of the use of ICT in the
educational system has opened new horizons to individual learners and
enabled them to access knowledge bases and various scientific resources
from home and/or workplace that were difficult to obtain before the use of
ICT (Mills et., al 2009). One important point to bear in mind is that the use
of ICT in education has enabled individual learners to overcome numerous
obstacles in learning such as the lack of availability of resources,
transportation difficulty, or the failure to obtain a university seat. In
addition, it is a great opportunity for people in the workforce (i.e. full-time
employees) in either public or private sector to develop their competencies
and achieve their higher education (Sloan, 2002).

Theoretical Framework :

Algdhah and Magableh, (2013) conducted a study to reveal the
challenges of using e. learning by faculty members in Jordanian private
universities. (113) faculty members were surveyed and the results showed
the challenges of using e-learning ranked in a descending order; the
scientific research, e-learning techniques, financial and administrative
challenges, occupational challenges, evaluation, management, planning and
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Pros and Cons of E-Learning at Mutah University in Jordan: A Student
Perspective

Adel Akram Salloum ”
Emad Ali Kasasbeh
Anas Ali Al-Kasasbeh

Abstract

This study presents a review of the major pros and cons of e-learning
system at Mutah University that is located in the southern part of Jordan
based on the students’ perspective in the scientific and humanities colleges.
A literature review was undertaken for the purpose of understanding what
benefits and challenges students perceive the most and is there a difference,
if found, between students’ perceptions in the scientific and humanities
colleges. Quantitative data was collected through a survey questionnaire that
was distributed on a non-probability purposive sample of (759) and
analyzed empirically.

The analysis revealed that there is a significant difference between the
answers of students in both scientific and humanities colleges regarding the
pros of e-learning system, whereas there is no significant difference between
the answers of students in both scientific and humanities colleges regarding
the cons of e-learning system. Based on the study findings,
recommendations were suggested for faculty members and the university
administration to enhance the use of IT based learning tools.

Keywords: e-learning, Mutah, student, Jordan, electronic
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On the other hand, several recommendations should be noted for

practice:

1. Decision makers in Al-Karak governorate are required to conduct
training programs that focus on building innovativeness and
creativity especially to those individuals who have high
entrepreneurial intentions.

2. Decisions makers need to be aware about the importance of
investing in entrepreneurship business to simplify the application
procedures to be funded.

3. As entrepreneurship projects support the economy by providing
promising job opportunities to local individuals in Al-Karak,
decision makers need to convince financial institutions about their
role in social responsibility to increase their investment in such
entrepreneurial projects.

4. Decisions makers in Al-Karak governorate also need to focus on the
role of media in spreading the entrepreneurial culture, especially
among young university students.
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significant impact of social values on entrepreneurship orientations which
agrees with the finding revealed from the study of (Al-Shaheen 2010);
(3) There is an impact of aesthetic values on entrepreneurial orientations
which agrees with the study of Atowyjer (2003); and finally, (4) There is
direct and significant impact of intellectual values towards entrepreneurial
orientations which agrees with the findings of the study (Zain, Akram &
Ghani 2010).

Recommendations:

The following recommendations should be addressed for future
research:

1.

2.

Researchers need to implement this model on a larger sample from
different contexts in order to generalize the results.

In order to give robustness to the hypothesized model, future
researchers need to use qualitative strategy in the process of data
collection.

Future researchers might consider the entrepreneurs characteristics
presented in this study (age, gender, years of experience, academic
background) for future analysis in order to see whether they have an
impact on the relationship between personal values and entrepreneur
orientations.

Researchers need to understand the indirect relationship between
personal values and entrepreneur orientations by introducing some
mediators and moderators such as emotions and behaviours of
accepting the idea of entrepreneurship.

Decision makers in Karak province need to develop fitting behavior
as an important part of any company’s strategy to enhance their
creativity and innovative behaviours. This can be done by looking
for new opportunities to enhance their entrepreneurial orientation
behaviours. The government also needs to be involved more by
providing all important resources, consultation and financial
assistance to enhance entrepreneurial orientation levels among new
entrepreneurs.
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HO01.4: There is no statistically significant impact of the intellectual
values dimension entrepreneurial orientations at a significant
level of (@<.05).

Table (8) The results of simple regression analysis of the impact of
intellectual values on entrepreneurship orientations

R? B S.E B t Sig.
(Unstandardized) (standardized)
Regression | 0.230 0.570 0.440 1.425 | 0.120
constant
Intellectual 0.660 0.118 0.445 5.245 | 0.032
values

Table (8) shows the results of hypothesis 1.4. We used the linear
regression analysis to test the influence of intellectual values on
entrepreneurial intentions. The analysis reveals that the independent variable
is a positive indicator of entrepreneurial orientations with (p = 0.445, t =
5.25 and p = .032) (p< 0.05). In addition, the value of R? (R?=0.23)
contributes 23% towards entrepreneurial orientations among participants.
Thus, H1.4 is rejected. This means that when the score for intellectual
values goes up a unit, the values of entrepreneurial intention will also
increase up by 0.445.

Discussion:

As predicted, the direct relationship between personal values and
entrepreneurial orientations in hypothesis 1 was fully accepted. In regard to
the first question, the results of the study revealed that the respondents’
perceptions of personal values were high and these dimensions come in the
following order: economic value, social value, intellectual values and then
aesthetic values. In regard to the second question, we found that
respondents’ perceptions of entrepreneurship were high with a mean of
(4.15). This result comes in lines with the study of (Amirah & Al Soudie
2011) who found that faculty members at Jordanian private universities
have high perceptions with regard to entrepreneurial orientations. In regard
to the hypotheses of the study the following results were found (1): there is
a significant impact of economic values on entrepreneurial orientations
which agrees with the results found in (Atowyjer 2003); (2) there is a
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Table (6) The results of simple regression analysis of social values on
entrepreneurship orientations

R? B S.E p t Sig.
(Unstandardized) (standardized)
Regression | 0.245 1.785 0.302 5.890 | 0.000
constant
Social 0.36 0.087 0.476 5.322 | 0.000
values

Table (6) shows the results of hypothesis 1.2. We used the linear
regression analysis to test the influence of social values on entrepreneurial
orientations. The analysis reveals that social values are a positive indicator
of entrepreneurial orientations with (8 = 0.476, t = 5.322 and p = .000) (p<
0.05). Moreover, the value of (R2=0.245) contributes 24.5% towards
entrepreneurial orientations among participants. Thus, H1.2 is rejected. This
means that when the score for social values goes up a unit, the values of
entrepreneurial intention will also increase up by 0.476.

HO01.3: There is no statistically significant impact of the aesthetic values
on entrepreneurial orientations at significant level of (« <.05).

Table (7) The results of simple regression analysis of aesthetic values on
entrepreneurship orientations

Dimension | R® B S.E B t Sig.
(Unstandardized) (standardized)

Regression | 0.27 0.670 0.445 1.522 | 0.130

constant

Aesthetic 0.720 0.818 0.528 6.070 | 0.004

values

The results of the simple regression analysis in table (7) showed that
aesthetic values significantly and positively influence entrepreneurial
intention with (t=6.070; sig = .004). The R? standardized coefficients values
show that aesthetic values explain about 27% of the variance in
respondents’ entrepreneurship orientations. Therefore, we lend support to
hypothesis 1.3. This means that when the score for aesthetic values goes up
a unit, the values of entrepreneurial intention will also increase up by 0.528.
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As illustrated from the results in Table (4) and reviewing the value of (t)
that the independent variable (personal values) dimensions (economic
values, social values, aesthetic values and intellectual values) had an impact
on entrepreneurship orientations in terms of B coefficients of these variables
and in terms of the high value of calculated (t) compared with tabulated
value at the level of significance (0.05). As the value of calculated (t) were
in (3.827, 2.433, 3.404, 3.545) respectively, which are significant with
(0.002; 0.007; 0.001; and 0.005), it can be argued that personal values
together explains (71.2%) of the total variance in respondents’
entrepreneurship orientations.

Sub-hypotheses testing:

To test the four proposed sub-hypotheses, simple regression analysis
was used. The results are as follow:
HO1.1: There is no statistically significant impact of the economic
values entrepreneurial orientations at a significance level of
(00 <.05).

Table (5) The results of simple regression analysis of the impact of

economic values on entrepreneurship orientations
R’ B S.E B t Sig.
(Unstandardized) (standardized)
Regression | 0.299 1.397 0.315 4.432 | 0.000
constant
Economic 0.422 0.087 0.546 6.360 | 0.002
values

Table (5) shows the results of simple regression analysis that economic
values have a significant impact on entrepreneurship with a value of (.002)
and a t value of (6.360). Furthermore, in terms of the value of B coefficients,
we can conclude that economic values interpret about (.546) in the
dependent variable: entrepreneurship orientations. Hence, we lend support
to the alternative hypothesis and reject hypothesis 1.1.

HO01.2: There is no statistically significant impact of the social values on

entrepreneurial orientations at as significant level of (a <.05).
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It is indicated in table (3), that the respondents' perception of the first
dimension of independent variables (i.e. economic values) came in the first
rank with (4.17) arithmetic average and (0.52) standard deviation, followed
by social values with (3.98) arithmetic mean and (0.72) standard deviation..
Intellectual values came In the third place with (3.95) arithmetic mean and
(0.65) standard deviation. The aesthetic values occupied the last rank with
(3.93) arithmetic mean and (0.68) standard deviation. Finally, in regard to
perceptions of the dependent variables (i.e. entrepreneurial orientation), we
can say that perceptions were high with (4.15) arithmetic mean and (1.26)
standard deviation

In regard to question number three, “What is the impact of personal
values dimensions (economic values, social values, intellectual values and
intellectual values) towards entrepreneurship orientations, we implemented
the multiple regression analysis with the results presented in table (4).

Table (4) The results of multiple regression analysis for questions three

R’ = Sig.
Q SD | =
c — [<P] +~
St e N o
— D © = B
LS S = o
L E = = >
gl T < = o
S 3 2 g | =
O -) @/ Q
~ [==N
m
Regression 654 | 0.712 | 0.441 | 0.425 5.034 | 0.000
constant
Economic 0.283 | 0.100 | 0.279 | 3.827 | 0.002
values
Social value 0.221 | 0.091 | 0.225 | 2.433 | 0.007
Intellectual 0.242 | 0.124 | 0.205 | 3.404 | 0.001
values
Aesthetic values 0.433 | 0.110 | 0.210 | 3.545 | 0.005
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Table (2) Cronbach’s alpha test results

Variables Cronbach's Alpha
Economic values 95.5
Social value 92.6
Aesthetic values 90.5
Intellectual values 94.4
Entrepreneurship 91.3

Analysis:

Answering the questions of the study:

To answer the first and second questions of the study “What are the
respondents’ perceptions toward personal values?”,
toward entrepreneurship orientations?”
calculated the arithmetic mean and standard deviations for variables of
interests. Table (3) illustrates these values, with the rank and degrees for

respondents’ perceptions

each variable.

“What are the

Table (3) Arithmetic mean, standard deviations and ranks of
respondents’ perceptions of personal values and entrepreneurship
orientations

Dimensions Arithmetic | Standard | Rank | Degree
Mean Deviation
Economic values 4.17 0.52 1 High
Social value 3.98 0.72 2 High
Intellectual values 3.95 0.65 3 High
Aesthetic values 3.93 0.68 4 High
Entrepreneurial 4.15 1.26 High
orientations
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Table (1) Characteristics of the sample of the study (n = 152)

Item Category Frequency %

Gender Male 101 66.45
Female 41 26.97
24-28 years 44 28.94

Age 29- 33 years 71 46.71
More than 33 years 37 24.34
Undergraduates 142 93.42

Q;Cafgrrglijz q Postgraduates 20 1315
Month to less than 5 97 63.81
years

Years of experience 5- 10 years 44 28.94
more than 10 years 11 7.23

Statistical treatment methods:

To test the hypotheses of the study, the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS-19) was used. The frequencies, arithmetic mean and
standard deviation were used to describe the sample of the study. Multiple
regression analysis and simple regression analysis were calculated to test the
impact of the independent variables on the dependent variable. To determine
the length of the cells of the five-point scale, the followings ratings have
been used (1) 1.00 to 2.33 Low; (2) 2.34 to 3.66 Moderate; and (3) 3.67 to 5
High.

Reliability of the study variables
Cronbach's alpha was used to determine the internal consistency of the
questionnaire. The results presented in table (2) illustrate the reliability of

answers of the study sample by a reasonable degree.
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decision makers with new ways about enhancing entrepreneurial behaviours
programs.

Participants and sample size:

The population of the study consisted of 162 employees working the
organizations funding entrepreneurial projects in Karak governorate. A
convenience sample was applied to collect the sample of study. Convince
sample includes getting participants wherever you can find them and
typically wherever is convenient. In this sampling method no inclusion
criteria identified prior to selection of subjects. All subjects are invited to
participate. Which match the aims of the study. The proposed sample
consisted of employees who are working in any funding entrepreneurial
projects. The data collection period was from 1 January 2016 to 15 March
2016. One hundred and sixty two invitations letters with the questionnaires
were distributed and (152) copies of the questionnaire were restored with a
response rate equals (93.8%). According to (Hair et al., 2010), an acceptable
response rate for empirical studies is 70%.

Procedures of data collection:

The study developed a predetermined questionnaire as a tool for
collecting the data. The questions were developed based on previous
studies in the same field. According to the objectives of the study and its
hypotheses, the study tool consisted of two sections. The first section of the
questionnaire was concerned with employees’ characteristics. Employees
were basically asked to give information about their gender, age, academic
background and years of experience. The second set of questions consists of
the personal values (i.e. independent variables) in items from 1-20 and
entrepreneurship orientations (i.e. dependent variables) in items from 21-29.
All items used to rate respondents opinions ranges from strongly agree (1)
to strongly disagree (5). A descriptive statistics for respondents are
presented in (Table 1) which gives an overall understanding of the sample.
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In another study conducted by (Al-Kasasbeh 2008) entitled "Preparing
for Entrepreneurship: an exploratory study of business students at Petra
University in Jordan,” aimed to examine the willingness of the
entrepreneurship of the students of business administration at Petra
University in Jordan. The study results showed that (48.4%) of the
respondents were in the transformation phase towards entrepreneurship,
while (49.3%) of the students have questionable attitudes toward
entrepreneurship as their entrepreneurship level was limited. Results also
showed that there are no differences between responding students attributed
to gender, age, or educational level.

Halis and his colleagues (2007) performed a study that emphasizes
entrepreneurship and personal features of entrepreneurs, the and importance
of entrepreneurship and the factors affecting it are briefly discussed; then
the data obtained from questionnaire forms on entrepreneurial features of
Anatolian entrepreneurs in terms of their values are statistically evaluated. It
was found that there is a strong relationship between entrepreneurial
decisions and work period or experience, the relation is weaker with
administrative level. It is observed that the entrepreneurs at younger ages
behave helpful, while older ones behave to get power and prefer struggling.

A Towyjer (2003) in his study entitled "personal and organizational
values and its impact in the effectiveness of managers in Jordanian
ministries,” concluded that the personal values are ordered decently as
religious values, intellectual values, social values, social values, collective
values and economic values. Also there is an impact of social and
intellectual values in the effectiveness of managers.

Methodology:

The present study aims to provide systematic information about the
characteristics of the sample of this study, prvodie information about the
frequency of the variables in the sample, and develop, evaluate and validate
deeper intervention about why each proposed hypothesis is supported or not
supported. Therefore, the purpose of conducting this study is to establish
descriptive and explanatory findings. Morover, as the aim of this study does
not require researcher to manipulate personal values, a cause and affect
relationship design was implemented. Finally, as the aim is to generalize
and validate the findings across the population of the study, a quantitative
research approach was taken. Importantly, this study aims to provide
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values have a significant impact on organizational performance of the
academic staff in Jordanian private universities in the following order
(intellectual vales, economic values, collective values and social values).

In another study, Al-Shaheen (2010) investigated the effects of social,
economic and religious values in shaping the attitudes toward teaching as a
profession of female student teachers in Kuwait. The study focused on
social status, academic major/specialization, study location, residence,
governorate, and academic level to understand the extent to which these
demographic factors have shaped students’ attitudes toward the teaching
profession. She found that social values had a positive overall effect in
shaping the attitudes of female student teachers toward the teaching
profession.

Zain, Akram and Ghani (2010) studied entrepreneurship intention
among Malaysian students. This study examines whether respondents have
an intention to follow entrepreneurship orientations by examining the role of
personality traits and environmental factors. The results indicate that 67.1%
of the respondents have an intention to become entrepreneurs and their
decisions are attributed by the influence from their family members
(18.9%), academics (18%) and attending courses on entrepreneurship
(16%). The results also show that family background contribute by a
percentage of (60.5%) in entrepreneurship orientations.

Al-Shaikkh, Melhem and Al-Akaliek (2009) focused primarily on
exploring the traits and behaviors characterizing entrepreneurial women in
Jordan by examining the impact of social, personal, and occupational
backgrounds on those traits and behaviors. The study found that
entrepreneurial  Jordanian women acquire many of the typical
entrepreneurial generic traits and behaviors. They enjoy high degrees of self
confidence, motive to achieve, creativity, innovativeness, proactivity, and
the ability to create communication networks with different groups. They
prove to have self desire for holding responsibility. The study has also
demonstrated that Jordanian entrepreneurial women hold average degrees in
seeking to set plans and exploit opportunities. However, they do possess low
levels of risk taking.
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Entrepreneurship: Zain, Akram and Ghani (2010) postulated several
definitions that can be found in the organizational behavioural literature,
though they argued that entrepreneurship is a condition where a person think
about starting a new business under risk to gain expected profit.

Previous Studies:

Omari (2015) in her study entitled “The Degree of Values among the
Students of Jordanian Universities) aimed to investigate the degree of values
among students of Jordanian Universities”. The researcher concentrated on
5 dimensions that measures the degree of values among students of
Jordanian Universities: Intellectual and ideological values, social values,
economic values, aesthetic values and finally political values. The results
showed that the degree of values among students of Jordanian Universities
was high, and the values of intellectual were the highest and economic value
was the lowest.

In a cross-sectional study, Alam and his colleagues (2015) aimed to
investigate the influential role of personal characteristics (i.e. personal
values and internal motivation) on entrepreneurial orientations. Among a
sample of Malay-owned small and medium enterprises in Malaysia, they
found that high self efficacy is strongly related to entrepreneurial orientation
and it also mediates the relation between personal values and entrepreneurial
orientation.

Alvarez and Martinez-Ruiz (2011) in their study "How entrepreneurial
characteristics influence company creation: A cross-national study of 22
countries tested with panel data methodology, analyzes from a multi-
country perspective, the influence of the socio-demographic profiles of
nascent and new entrepreneurs on their behavior. The results show that
entrepreneurs'  characteristics  influence  entrepreneurial ~ behavior
significantly and positively, in the following order: previous experience of
the founder, age, and education.

In another study, Amirah and Al-Soudie (2011) investigated the impact
of personal and organizational values on organizational performance among
faculty in the Jordanian private universities. The researchers found that the
perceptions of faculty members at Jordanian private universities for personal
and organizational values was high. Perceptions of the level of job
performance also came high. Moreover, the study concluded that personal
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Theoretical framework and previous studies:

In this section, we deal with defining the variables of interests and their
dimensions and reviewing the relevant literature:

Variables of interests (definitions of constructs):

Personal values are basic convictions that a specific mode of conduct or
end-state of existence is personally or socially preferable to an opposite or
converse model of conduct or end-state of existence (Robbins & Judge 2013
p. 179). It involves a judgmental element to what is considered good, wrong
or what is our desire for behaviours over others. Several forms of values can
be found depending on the sources of formation. In this study we focus on
four types of values we argue that are important in shaping entrepreneurship
orientations.

Economic value refers to the usefulness and practicability of money and
financial resources, efforts put in by individuals and the consequent values
derived from there. Currently, employees give a very broad sense of
importance to economic values more than other values. If the project is
economically feasible (in a very large sense) then it can be undertaken.
Economic value is recognized from a very broad sense. It also adds human
value to it when it is considered. Al-Haj (2008) argued that economic value
is a human aspect which makes economic value enlarged.

Intellectual value is related to importance and discovery of truth through
rational approach. Shafig (1999) argued that if employees practice truth in
true sense, the organization would operate itself and there won’t be any need
for supervision.

Aesthetic value It is a form of harmony. It is believed here that work
must be accomplished smoothly and that there is mutual understanding and
sense of participation among employees’ human elements. Aesthetic value
is displayed by cordial relations between various levels of organization,
effective communication, conflict free atmosphere and very enriching work
environment (Al-Haj, 2008).

Social value is related to love of people, sense of belonging and an
attitude of ‘we’ feeling (Robins & Judge 2013). Such value is very
important in the organization that brings together the employees which are
bound by a sense of participation that leads to high level of motivation and
high productivity (Abdulmuttalib, 2010).
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The sub-hypotheses which help in examining the aims of the study are
as follow:

HO01.1: There is no statistically significant impact of the economic
values entrepreneurial orientations at a significance level of
(0 <.05).

H01.2: There is no statistically significant impact of the social
values on entrepreneurial orientations at a significant level
of (@ <.05).

H01.3: There is no statistically significant impact of the aesthetic
values on entrepreneurial orientations at a significant level
of (a <.05).

HO01.4: There is no statistically significant impact of the intellectual
values dimension entrepreneurial orientations at a significant
level of (@ <.05).

The proposed hypotheses are illustrated in figure (1):

Economic
Values \ H1
~
Social R
. Entrepreneurial
Aesthetic | _— H3 Orientations
Values
H4
Intellectual /
Values

Figure (1): Hypothesized model of the study
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entrepreneurial orientations which is considered important due to
entrepreneurial role in increasing job opportunities and eventually added
value to the development of Jordanian economy; (2) it has been argued that
entrepreneurship orientations is related positively to several work related
outcomes; however, there are not enough studies conducted to explain this
relationship. This study takes one step further by determining the impact of
several values on entrepreneurship orientations, namely, economic, social,
aesthetic and intellectual values.

To achieve the aims of the study, we organized it as follows. First, the
objectives, questions and hypotheses of the proposed model are discussed.
Second, definitions of variables of interests and revision of relevant
literature are discussed thoroughly. Third, the sample and populations and
methods used for data analysis are presented. Fourth, we present the results
of proposed hypotheses. Finally, this study concludes with a discussion of
the results and future research recommendations.

Questions of the study:

The study aims to build and test a hypothesised model of the impact of
personal values dimensions (economic values, social values, aesthetic
values, and intellectual values) on entrepreneurial orientations among a
sample of workers in Al-Karak governorate. The proposed model aims to
fill the existing gaps by addressing the following questions:

1. What are the respondents’ perceptions toward personal values?

2. What are the respondents’ perceptions toward entrepreneurship

orientations?

3. What is the impact of personal values dimensions (economic values,

social values, aesthetic values, and intellectual values) towards
entrepreneurship orientations?

Proposed model and hypotheses:

Based on the above arguments, one main hypothesis and four sub-
hypotheses are developed to test the aims of the study:

HO1: There is no statistically significant impact of personal values
in terms of their dimensions (economic, social, aesthetic, and
intellectual) entrepreneurial orientations at a significance
level of (o <.05).
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Introduction:

The rapid changes in work setting require organizations to seek for
efficient ways to utilise employees’ human values. Human values are
considered one of the most important sources of intangible assets, and if
used effectively, lead to organizations success, better performance and to
gain competitive advantage.

Workplace value is a principle element that has an effective role in
identifying human behavior. The importance of values in the workplace
emerges to ensure that an organization works efficiently and succeed in the
business world. They mainly focus on the way employees’ judge or evaluate
the right and wrong in workplace setting. Moreover, values help employees
take important decisions and choices. Therefore, it is expected that
researchers try to understand human behaviours in order to understand
employees’ values. The importance is due to their impact on employees’
opinions and beliefs about events in the workplace setting which is
influenced mainly by technological and demographic changes.

A form of asset that has been given much attention recently is
entrepreneurship.  Entrepreneurial — orientations represent a set of
characteristics and behavioral hot clear that relate to meeting the needs and
desires of customers. Several studies have argued on the importance of
entrepreneurial behaviours and their role in improving the ability to create
added value in a complex work setting (Mueller & Tajeddin, 2009). Nasser
and Al-Omari (2011) postulated that the individual characteristics and
personality traits impact on entrepreneurship is one of the most important
factors that demonstrate entrepreneurship behaviours.

Despite that, it is noted, after a thorough review of relevant literature,
that studies on the relationship between personal values and
entrepreneurship orientations are scarce and needed further investigation.
The majority of past research on entrepreneurship was conducted in
individualistic culture setting (i.e. west context) and few have been
conducted in other contexts. Alam, Mohd, Kamaruddin and Nor (2015)
postulated that “A systematic investigation of the meaning of personal
values and its effect on entrepreneurial orientation across cultures is needed
to assess the generalizability of research findings” (p. 386).

In order to fill this gap in the literature, the current study seeks to
identify the impact of personal values towards entrepreneurship from the
perspective of workers in a collectivism context, namely, in Jordan. Hence,
this study aims to (1) empirically tests a hypothesised model of
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T Personal Values and Their Impact on Entrepreneurial Orientations:
A Field Study from the Perspective of Workers in Funding
Organizations for Entrepreneurial Projects in Karak Province

Aymn Sulieman Al-Qatawenh
Mohammed Yasin Ghadi

Abstract

The aim of this study was to investigate the influential role of personal
values on entrepreneurship orientations among employees working in
funding entrepreneurial projects in Karak province. This is achieved by
building and testing a hypothesised model consisting of (economic, social,
intellectual and aesthetic values) as independent variables and
entrepreneurship behaviours as a dependent variable. A questionnaire
consisting of 29 “likert” type items was distributed to a convenience sample
of 162 respondents. After being carefully examined, a total of 152 returned
questionnaires were valid for analysis, with a high response rate of 93.8%.
A descriptive analysis was performed to describe the study sample.
Moreover, simple and multiple regression analysis were performed to test
the developed hypotheses. The results of the study revealed that there was a
significant and positive impact of the dimensions of the personal values
toward entrepreneurial behaviors. Discussion of the results and some
recommendations for future research and decision makers were given.
Keywords: entrepreneurial orientations, personal values, funding

organizations, Al-Karak governorate.
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