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Igor Stravinsky’s Opera-Oratorio “Oedipus Rex” and the
Contemporary Musical Theater:

Libretto, Theatrical Solutions and the Role of the Choir

lyad Abdelhafeez Mohammad

Abstract

The Current research aims at analyzing the dramatic structure of
Stravinsky’s opera-oratorio “Oedipus Rex”, the symbolism of its theatrical
methods and the role of the choir, which is equivalent to the role of the
chorus in ancient Greek tragedy and their sources in historical and
contemporary theater. A descriptive-analytical methodology is used in the
analysis of the music, and a comparative analysis in the comparison of the
work with Sophocles’ tragedy. The researcher uses Stravinsky’s writings
and dialogues with R. Kraft, S. Walsh’s Book “Stravinsky. Oedipus Rex”,
and the writing Mayerhold on static theater and other methods.

“Oedipus Rex” represents a hybrid genre uniting elements from the
opera, the oratorio and contemporary theater, and employs a number of
alienation instruments. The role of the choir combines several functions m
such as representing the people of Thebes and the hidden forces of destiny.

Keywords: Stravinsky, Opera, Oratorio, Contemporary Theater, Alienation
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