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The Abbasid Caliphate Recognition of the Ayyubid State in 1175:

A study of the Caliphate's Relationship with the West Wing Powers in
the Second Half of the 12" Century

Modar Adnan Telfah

Abstract

The death of Sultan Nur ad-Din bin Zengi (1146-1174) sparked the
conflict and contest among the leaders of his state for the custody of his
minor son and only heir al-Malik As-Salih Ismail (1174-1180). After
leading to gaining recognition from the Abbasid Caliphate, this conflict
gave rise to an independent Ayyubid Sultanate ruled by Saladin in May
1175.

This study attempts to highlight the importance of the Abbasid
Caliphate's position in this conflict which lasted for one year (May 1174-
May 1175). It also aims to study the Abbasid Caliphate's motives for the
recognition of the independence of Saladin and his Sultanate, wishes to
uncover the futuristic concerns of the Ayyubid state, and to monitor its

attempt to curtail Saladin as he may become a future threat.

Keywords: the Abbasid Caliphate, Nooryyah State, Nur ad-Din bin Zengi,
al-Malik As-Salih Ismail bin Nur ad-Din, Ayyubid State and
Saladin Al-Ayyubi.
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